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In December of 2014, two submersible, scientific 
instruments were deployed from a research vessel at the 
southern end of the Mariana Trench in the western Pacific 
Ocean. They were released over Challenger Deep, the 
deepest part of any ocean on our planet. The instruments, 
Deep Sound Mark II and III, were designed to descend, 
untethered, to record the sounds of the deep ocean.

After nine hours of gathering sound wave data, only one 
of the two instruments returned to the surface. Evidently, 
as they passed 8,000 meters, five miles down, Deep Sound 
Mark III imploded from the weight of the water above 
it. At that depth, the pressure approaches six tons per 
square inch, under which the glass housing protecting 
the instrumentation collapsed. Thanks to the surviving 
submersible, however, the sound of the implosion was 
captured. As well, Deep Sound Mark II also recorded 
the echoes of the implosion as they bounced off both the 
surface of the sea and the contours of ocean floor.

Six years later, an acoustical oceanographer at Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution was listening to the tapes and 
unexpectedly heard a faint sound 25 seconds after the 
initial blast. That reverberation revealed the depth of the 
ocean floor at Challenger Deep to be 10,983 meters below 
sea level, almost seven miles deep – more than a mile more 
below sea level than Mt. Everest soars above it.

Sound waves provide one of the most useful methods of 
measuring the distance between objects. In times past, 
sailors would fire signal canons toward land at night or 

in dense fog to estimate by their echo the distance to 
shore and navigate a safe passage. Astronomers measure 
distance from celestial bodies and events by the nature of 
the sound and light waves that emanate from them. These 
tools help us understand the vastness of space and distance 
in the physical world and how to find ourselves in relation 
to all that is around us.

The catastrophic implosion of Deep Sound Mark III 
perhaps provides a helpful metaphor for the spiritual 
life. In a comparable way, the unplanned and unexpected 
implosions of life often reveal to us the depth, breadth, and 
height of God’s all-embracing presence. It is sometimes 
the experience of a grave loss, a grievous disappointment, 
a failed plan, or an unmet expectation that teaches us the 
depth of God’s love. When those experiences leave us 
bereft or isolated in our fear or shame or grief, God reaches 
out of the deep, because God’s love is deeper still. “If I take 
the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea,” the Psalmist wrote, “even there your hand will 
lead me and your right hand hold me fast.” (Psalm 139:8-9)

The love of God, incarnated in the person of Jesus, is 
beyond measure. Its dimensions cannot be quantified, 
save to say that nothing exists outside of them. And yet, 
there are events in our lives, some that seem catastrophic 
– loss, disappointment, and despair – in the wake of which 
we get a sense of its infinite size and a sure confidence 
that it is deeper, broader, and higher than anything that 
may befall us. Like the bosom of Abraham, it is “so high, 
can’t get over it; so low, can’t get under it; so wide, can’t get 

A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
BISHOP

O love, how deep, how broad, how high
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‘round it.” It is all encompassing; wherever we 
are and whatever becomes of us, it can gently 
and securely rock our souls.

In his poem from which we get the familiar 
hymn text, Frederick William Faber wrote 
that “there’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like 
the wideness of the sea.” This we find when 
things fall apart and we fear all is lost. If we 
listen with open hearts, out of the depths 
of our desolation comes the assurance of 
God’s presence. It echoes in the kindness of a 
stranger, in a word of comfort or consolation 
from a friend, in a sign of hope from the natural 
world, in a renewed patience from a prayer of 
surrender. It comes like the soundwaves that 
reverberated off the seafloor in Challenger 
Deep, telling us that God is bigger than even 
our most abject despondency, and in whose 
love we are never lost. To the contrary, in the 
infinite expanse of that love, we find ourselves 
held secure.

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Ohio

Bishop Search Update 
 
Where are we in the process and next steps?
The work to present a slate of candidates to the Standing 
Committee by August 15, 2022, is on track. The Bishop Search 
Committee continues to meet  virtually and in person.
 
Listening Sessions.  What did we learn and/or how will the 
information help?
Thank you to all those who participated in the Listening 
Sessions either in-person or virtually. The final session was held 
in February. The Search Committee will use this information 
in formulating interview questions and discussions with 
candidates. Valuable comments, suggestions, and requests were 
received. 
 
Applications
Applications are being accepted through March 1, 2022, after 
which they will be reviewed, and the first round of interviews 
will begin.
 
Interview with two bishops 
The Bishop Search Committee recently interviewed two 
bishops to discuss the role of a bishop. The bishops interviewed 
are the Rt. Rev. Jennifer Lynn Baskerville-Burrows and the Rt. 
Rev. Sean Rowe. We hope you find these interviews of value 
as we, as a Diocese, search, discern, and elect our next bishop. 
 
Comments or questions  
Although the Listening Sessions have ended, you may still send 
comments or questions to the Search Committee via the Bishop 
Search web page contact link. All comments and discussions, 
including from the Listening Sessions, are confidential and will 
not be shared outside of the Search Committee.
 
Search Committee work
Your Bishop Search Committee has reached out and interviewed  
Search Committees of other Dioceses which have completed 
the search process, in addition to working with a consultant.  
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Vocation: a sense of calling, proclivity, or passion. On a cold weekend in February, seven high school juniors and seniors, 
as well as one college freshman (who are all vaccinated and had negative Covid tests) gathered to discern and discuss their 
vocations. Dr. John Mercer of Christ Church, Shaker Heights, co-led the retreat along with the Rev. Anna Sutterisch, and 
Diane Hexter of Trinity Cathedral joined for conversation and story sharing. 

The big questions of profession and life decisions were joined quickly by the issues of climate change, capitalism, and the 
state of the world. Each exercise invited reflection, wrestling, and exploring identity, and we tried to ground everything in 
Christ—the beautiful, ugly, and confusing. The experience was transformative. From spontaneous French toast making to late 
night conversations, we built community that was founded in love. One youth remarked, “When you have people around you 
supporting you, it’s easier to believe everything’s going to be ok.” Regarding some of the wrestling we did around the nature of 
God, theodicy, and our tradition, another youth said, “I came into this weekend not believing that the Christian idea of God 
aligned with my values. Honestly, I was wrong. Thank God I can still be a Christian!” And finally, John Mercer summed it up 
best in the guestbook of our rented house in Collinwood: For a very special 36 hours in January of 2022, this place was part of 
a journey…For some, a journey towards adulthood. For all, a journey towards tomorrow. Thank you for allowing us a space 
for grace.” Vocation will continue to be a theme as the youth join in listening sessions with the Bishop Search Committee, and 
lead their own “Happening” retreat this winter. Throughout it all we expect to find spaces of grace. Thanks be to God!

by the Rev. Anna Sutterisch

Discerning Vocation 
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There was a new, creative take on our traditional Convocation this year. The 20-Day 
Evangelism Challenge was offered online on February 7 and 27, with daily questions 
arriving by social media and email each day in between. (We are also expecting to 
offer some in-person events in the spring.)

Former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams once said, “The purpose of the 
Church is to form people into the kinds of people who can receive the gifts that God 
wants to give.”

It is a core conviction of Anglican theology in our Episcopal Church that God is 
already at work in us and in the world before we begin to breathe, start our day, or 
make our plans for ministry. This 20-Day Evangelism Challenge is meant to awaken 
our awareness of what God is already doing in us and in the world around us. 

People throughout the Diocese shared this 20-Day experience of following Christ’s 
invitation to ‘Come and See’ what God is doing in your heart, in your mind, in your 
relationships, in your faith community, in your neighborhoods, and in the world. 

On February 7, the event began with an opening presentation and conversation 
with Trisha Lyons. The group looked at how our church understands evangelism in 
the 21st century and how we can each practice it in our daily lives. The concluding 
conversation with Trisha Lyons on February 27 reflected on what we learned and 
enjoyed about God, ourselves, and our neighbors through the twenty days.   

The daily questions shared each day were rooted in scripture and our sacramental 
tradition. The daily questions were designed to stir our curiosity for the work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives and ministries and to form our imaginations for brave, deep, 
hopeful, and loving relationships with ourselves, our neighbors, and God. 

 

Our Guide for the Journey
Patricia “Tricia” Lyons currently teaches evangelism, works with the 
Department of Lifelong Learning and serves as the Senior Advisor to the 
Dean for Evangelism Initiatives at Virginia Theological Seminary. She also 
directs the EvangelismFormationLab@VTS, a digital portal on YouTube and 
Facebook offering original content from the Seminary as well as thoughtful 
curation of resources in evangelism and formation for the wider church. 

Tricia is a member of the Presiding Bishop’s Strategic Cabinet on Evangelism 
and one of the original writers of the “Way of Love.” She is an honors graduate 
from Harvard College, the Harvard Divinity School and received her doctorate 
from the Virginia Theological Seminary. She is also the author of four books 
on faith formation. 

Winter Convocation
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Absalom Jones was born 
enslaved to Abraham 
Wynkoop, a wealthy 
Anglican planter in 
1746 in Delaware. He 
was working in the 
fields when Abraham 
recognized that he was 
an intelligent child  
and ordered that he be 
trained to work in the 
house. Absalom eagerly 
accepted instruction in 
reading. He also saved 
money he was given 
and bought books 
(among them a primer, 
a spelling book, and 

a bible). Abraham Wynkoop died in 1753, and by 1755 his 
younger son Benjamin had inherited the plantation. When 
Absalom was sixteen, Benjamin Wynkoop sold the plantation 
and Absalom’s mother, sister, and five brothers. Wynkoop 
brought Absalom to Philadelphia, where he opened a store and 
joined St. Peter’s Church. In Philadelphia, Benjamin Wynkoop 
permitted Absalom to attend a night school for black people 
operated by Quakers following the tradition established by 
abolitionist teacher Anthony Benezet.

At twenty, with the permission of their masters, Absalom 
married Mary Thomas, who was enslaved to Sarah King, who 
also worshipped at St. Peter’s. The Rev. Jacob Duche performed 
the wedding at Christ Church. Absalom and his father-in-law, 
John Thomas, used their savings and sought donations and 
loans primarily from prominent Quakers, in order to purchase 
Mary’s freedom. Absalom and Mary worked very hard to repay 
the money borrowed to buy her freedom. They saved enough 
money to purchase property and to buy Absalom’s freedom. 

Although he repeatedly asked Benjamin Wynkoop to allow 
him to buy his freedom, Wynkoop refused. Absalom persisted 
because as long as he was enslaved, Wynkoop could take his 
property and his money. Finally, in 1784 Benjamin Wynkoop 
freed Absalom by granting him a manumission. Absalom 
continued to work in Wynkoop’s store as a paid employee. 
Absalom left St. Peter’s Church and began worshipping at St. 
George’s Methodist Episcopal Church. He met Richard Allen, 
who had been engaged to preach at St. George’s, and the two 
became lifelong friends. Together, in 1787, they founded the 
Free African Society, a mutual aid benevolent organization 
that was the first of its kind organized by and for black people. 
Members of the Society paid monthly dues for the benefit of 
those in need. At St. George’s, Absalom and Richard served as 
lay ministers for the black membership. The active evangelism 
of Jones and Allen significantly increased black membership at 
St. George’s. The black members worked hard to raise money 
to build an upstairs gallery intended to enlarge the church. The 
church leadership decided to segregate the black worshippers in 
the gallery without notifying them. During a Sunday morning 
service, a dispute arose over the seats black members had 
been instructed to take in the gallery. The ushers attempted to 
physically remove them by first accosting Absalom Jones. Most 
of the black members present indignantly walked out of St. 
George’s in a body. Prior to the incident at St. George’s, the Free 
African Society had initiated religious services. Some of these 
services were presided over by The Rev. Joseph Pilmore, an 
assistant at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. The Society established 
communication with similar black groups in other cities.

In 1792 the Society began to build the African Church of 
Philadelphia. The church membership took a denominational 
vote and decided to affiliate with the Episcopal Church. Richard 
Allen withdrew from the effort as he favored affiliation with 
the Methodist Church. Absalom Jones was asked to provide 
pastoral leadership, and after prayer and reflection, he accepted 
the call.

Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818
The following biography of the Rev. Absalom Jones was written by the Honorable Dr. Byron Rushing, Vice-President of the House 
of Deputies along with Mr. Arthur Sudler, the historian of St. Thomas African Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, and a graduate of 
Oberlin College. It was reprinted in Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018 and will be come the official biography of Absalom Jones with the 
passage of resolution A009 which will be presented by the Standing Committee on Liturgy and Music at the General Convention 
meeting this summer in Baltimore, MD. 
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The African Church was dedicated on July 17, 1794. The 
Rev. Dr. Samuel Magaw, rector St. Paul’s Church, preached 
the dedicatory address. Dr. Magaw was assisted at the 
service by The Rev. James Abercrombie, assistant minister 
at Christ Church. Soon thereafter, the congregation applied 
for membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
on the following conditions: 1) that they would be received 
as an organized body; 2) that they would have control over 
their local affairs; 3) that Absalom Jones would be licensed 
as lay reader, and, if qualified, be ordained as a minister. 
In October 1794, it was admitted as the African Episcopal 
Church of St. Thomas. The church was incorporated under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 1796. 
Bishop William White ordained Jones as deacon in 1795 
and as priest on September 21, 1802. Jones was an earnest 
preacher. He denounced slavery and warned the oppressors 
to “clean their hands of slaves.” To him, God was the Father, 
who always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.” 
But it was his constant visiting and mild manner that made 
him beloved by his congregation and by the community. St. 
Thomas Church grew to over 500 members during its first 
year. The congregants formed a day school and were active 
in moral uplift, selfempowerment, and anti-slavery activities. 
Known as “the Black Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones 
was an example of persistent faith in God and in the Church 
as God’s instrument. Jones died on February 13, 1818.

In a message on January 12, The Episcopal Church Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry invited people of all backgrounds and 
faiths to support the hope-filled, life-impacting work of two 
historically Black institutions of higher education through 

donations and dedicated offerings on the Feast of Absalom 
Jones—the first Black priest ordained by the church, observed 
on February 13.
 
Saint Augustine’s University in Raleigh, North Carolina, and 
Voorhees College in Denmark, South Carolina, were founded 
after the Civil War to create educational opportunities 
for formerly enslaved people. They provide a liberal arts 
education to thousands of students, as well as offer robust 
campus ministries to help form young adults as followers of 
Jesus and his way of love.
 
“Historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) are 
essential engines of justice, equity, and social mobility,” Curry 
said. “They provide high-quality education to students whose 
backgrounds and experiences may not have prepared them 
well for college success. They nurture talent that may have 
otherwise been discouraged by obstacles.”
 
Donations to the HBCUs (divided equally between the two) 
help support scholarships and financial aid for students 
in need as well as funding for quality facilities, faculty 
recruitment and retention, and the development of religious 
life on campus. Voorhees and Saint Augustine’s are seeking 
to build strong programs in STEM fields and the health 
sciences as they overcome the financial pressures created by 
COVID-19.

Supporting HBCUs is an investment in the ministry of 
reconciliation and building a better future for all, Curry said. 
“As much as we give to these institutions, they give back to our 
world many times over,” he said. To make a donation, please 
visit iam.ec/givehbcu, or text GIVEHBCU to 41444.

The above photos are from the Absalom Jones Service on Sunday, February 13, 2022 hosted by The Wilma Combs Chapter of the 
Union of Black Episcopalians, with support from the Diocese of Ohio, at St. Paul's, Cleveland Heights.
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Potato Preservation
by Lonny Gatlin

In our fast-paced society which values instant gratification and abundance, perhaps we do not often consider how much waste 
is involved in production of the food that we are so fortunate to purchase or the unused food we personally discard. In many 
ways, our relationship to food preservation and waste is about stewardship. How are we utilizing our time, talent, and treasure 
in the management of God’s resources?  During these winter months at Bellwether Farm, we have been working to live into that 
stewardship by preserving produce from the 2021 harvest. One way we work with nature to assist with the preservation process 
is by leaving carrots in the ground through the winter months until there is a thaw. Consequently, they are even sweeter due to 
sugar concentration by exposure to the cold temperatures. 

During January, we preserved potatoes that were harvested last fall. Otherwise, they would have been destined for the compost 
pile and we would not have opportunity to share them with you when you join us for meals. Our Bellwether potato preservation 
process was made possible by volunteers who, in April of last year, started the process by planting seed potatoes, which resulted 
in the fall potato crop that others volunteered to help harvest. 

We used a process of blanching, shocking, flash freezing, vacuum sealing, and deep freezing the potatoes, which preserves their 
color and freshness for months. The next time you find potatoes on sale at the grocer’s, I encourage you to stock up and try 
this process as a way to prevent waste. By preserving God’s bounty, Bellwether Farm sustains farm-to-table dining year-round, 
renews our commitment to good stewardship, and creates seasonal volunteer opportunities for those of you who are interested 
in participating. We invite you to join us. The complete preservation process is illustrated in the photos below:

#1  Thanks to 
Farmer Kyle and 
our volunteers who 
planted this year’s 
potato harvest last 
April.

#2  Thoroughly 
wash and rinse 
potatoes, cut into 
equal sizes and 
place in cold water. 
I prefer them 
unpeeled.

#3  Run cold water 
over cut potatoes 
until the water runs 
completely clear. 
Residual starch 
in the water will 
facilitate browning.

#4  Blanch the 
potatoes in boiling 
water for 3-5 
minutes to slow or 
stop the enzyme 
action which can 
cause loss of  flavor, 
color, and texture.

#5  Remove from 
boiling water and 
drain.

#6  Shock the 
potatoes in ice water 
for 3-5 minutes to 
stop the cooking 
process.

#7  Dry excess 
moisture from 
potatoes with a 
towel.

#8  Flash freeze 
potatoes for 2-3 
hours to help 
maintain their shape 
when packaging.

#9  Seal for deep 
freezing by using a 
vacuum sealer, or zip 
lock bags will work.



Bellwether Creamy White Truffle Mashed Potatoes
30 - 40 minutes, Serves 4 to 6

These mashed potatoes are very comforting and go well 
with braised lamb or beef. Now that we have preserved 
potatoes, we can prepare them many different ways from 
roasted to mashed for months to come. 

Ingredients
2 lb. gold and/or white potatoes,
washed, unpeeled and cut into 2-inch chunks
12 cups water
1Tbsp. kosher salt, plus more to taste
1 stick cold butter cut in cubes, plus more to taste and 
finish
2 cups heavy cream, warmed and slightly reduced
1 Tbsp. sour cream
¼ tsp. white truffle oil (optional)

Instructions
1. Place potatoes and water into a medium pot and 
bring to boil over high heat. Reduce heat to medium and 
simmer until tender. Drain, shake off excess water, and 
allow to air dry for two minutes. 
2. Transfer potatoes to stand mixing bowl with paddle 
attachment or use hand mixer with beaters. Add partial 
salt and half of butter. Mix on slow to medium and 
continue process of adding butter and salt to taste.  
3. Once satisfied with salt and butter taste, slowly add 
reduced heavy cream until desired creaminess is obtained. 
Add sour cream. 
4. Add 1/8 teaspoon white truffle oil and finish mixing on 
high.
5. Serve hot and top with butter.

Bellwether Shepherd’s or Cottage Pie
40 – 60 minutes, Serves 6 to 8

Here is a great recipe for your mashed potatoes. The difference 
is that shepherd’s pie is made with ground lamb and cottage 
pie is made with ground beef. I wonder how a mixture of the 
two meats would taste. If you try that combination, please let 
me know. In any case, the creamy mashed potatoes will make 
a perfect topper.

Ingredients:
Meat Filling

2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 cup chopped yellow or white onion
2 minced garlic cloves
1 lb. ground lamb or beef
½  tsp. steak seasoning (my preference is Montreal)
½ tsp. kosher salt
1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 Tbsp. all purpose flour
2 Tbsp. tomato paste
1 cup beef or chicken broth
¼ cup red wine
1 cup peas and carrots
½ cup corn kernels

Potato Topping
See creamy mashed potato recipe

Instructions
1. Heat oil in a large skillet and sweat onions for about 3 
minutes, stirring occasionally.
2. Add ground meat and break up with a spoon or spatula.
3. Add steak seasoning and salt.
4. Add garlic, Worcestershire sauce, and red wine. Stir and 
cook for at least 1 minute to cook out alcohol. Drain meat 
mixture if excessively oily.
5. Cook in tomato paste then add flour. Stir and remove all 
lumps.
6. Add beef or chicken broth and vegetables, boil, then 
simmer 5 minutes and set aside.
7. Evenly spread meat mixture into a baking dish and spread 
mashed potatoes on top of meat.
8. Bake uncovered @ 350 degrees for 25-30 minutes and cool 
before serving.



In an attempt to fill a need in the community, All Saint’s, Parma is opening 
a community garden. When it is ready, the half-acre garden will feature 30 

four-foot-wide plots, ranging from eight to 12 feet long. In discussions, 
many members of the existing Pantry at All Saints ministry mentioned 
that they couldn’t maintain a garden because of deer or lack of land 
accessibility. This created the thought that the empty unused land at the 

parish could be potentially used to further the existing food ministries 
and allow the community to have an opportunity that they otherwise 
would likely not have. The purpose of the garden is to create a public 
place where people can build relationships with the earth, with food, 
with each other – meeting and learning and growing inwardly and 
together.

Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland hosts a weekly evensong on Wednesday 
nights at 6:00 p.m. Since the first Book of Common Prayer in 1549, Choral 

Evensong has been an evening offering sung in cathedrals and churches 
across the Anglican Communion. Each service commemorates a saint from 
The Episcopal Church’s Holy Men, Holy Women: Celebrating the Saints, the 

church’s liturgical calendar. Priests from around the Diocese of Ohio and 
beyond provide the homilies. Trinity vocal ensembles and guest choirs from 

diocesan parishes lead the services musically, set to various service liturgies. 
Every service is livestreamed on the Trinity Cathedral website and Facebook 

page. The spring evensong schedule will continue through May 18. 

During the pandemic St. Barnabas, Bay Village began the 
Good Neighbor Project. Through the generosity of a handful of 
parishioners, every household in the parish was mailed $100. There 
were three rules for the project: you can’t keep the money, you can’t 
give it back to the church, and you have to report how it was used. 
As the project came to a close, the results showed that most of the 
funds stayed in the Greater Cleveland area. The funds were used in 
a variety of ways including: providing lunch for nurses at a hospital, 
making magnets or other small gifts for folks at nursing homes that 
were locked down and isolated, buying a tablet for a Cleveland city 
school student to help with virtual learning, and helping neighbors 
with bills, meals, rent, and more. A video summary of the project is 
available on the St. Barnabas website.

snapshots:
stories of inspiration & ministry from the diocese
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Bellwether Farm offers a summer camp where school-age 
children can immerse themselves in fun, engaging activities. 
These programs will seek to teach healthy social, nutritional, 
and environmental practices, while providing a safe context 
in which to encounter God’s beautiful creation. Campers 
will have an opportunity to learn about organic gardening, 
animal care, and creative cooking. They will also participate 
in traditional camp activities including swimming, canoeing, 
arts and crafts, fishing, and field games. The Bellwether Farm 
staff is invested in the life of every camper, seeking to inspire 
future generations to become passionate leaders in the world 
around them. Activities include: swimming, fishing, cooking, 
gardening, field games, crafts and animal care. You can find 
more information about mini camp and overnight summer 
camp at bellwetherfarm.com.

Summer Camp
Summer Camp is for those who have completed grades 2nd 
through 12th during the 2021-2022 school year and will be 
offered:

• June 19-24
• June 26-July 1
• July 3-8
• July 10-15
• July 17-22
• July 24-29

Mini Camp
Mini Camp is for those who have completed grades 1st or 2nd 
during the 2021-2022 school year and will be offered:

• June 19-21
• June 26-28
• July 3-5
• July 10-12
• July 17-19
• July 24-26

Please join us for an Open House of the summer camp at 
Bellwether Farm on April 9 from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and on 
April 24 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. You will have a chance to see the 
facilities, learn additional details, and speak with the staff.

For more information, please contact Whayne Hougland, 
Transitional Director, at whougland@bellwetherfarm.com 
or 440.839.0088, or Delaney Ryan, Camp Coordinator, at 
delaney@bellwetherfarm.com.

Summer Camp at Bellwether Farm



It was the kind of phone call that every archivist/historian 
hopes will happen. Just after our Diocesan Convention last 
November, I received a message from Karin MacIlvaine, the 
widow of Leighton H. MacIlvaine, Jr. (1938 - 2012), who was 
Charles Pettit MacIlvaine’s great-great-grandson. She was in 
the process of “downsizing” and looking for a “good home” 
for a portrait of “the good bishop.” The good bishop, Charles 
Pettit MacIlvaine was, of course, the second Bishop of Ohio 
who served from 1837-1873. Bishop MacIlvaine lived in the 
crossover era between painted portraits and photography. We 
know of several line drawing lithographs of him, at least fifteen 
photographs of him (including one by famed photographer 
Matthew Brady), and no less than seven painted portraits of 
the good bishop. Two portraits denote Charles P. MacIlvaine 
as a priest and are in private collections. The other five 
depict him as a bishop. Of these, the first portrait, painted 
by American Artist Daniel Huntington, is in the Gund 
Gallery storage on the campus of Kenyon College.  A second 
portrait, painted by American Artist William Cogswell, 

hangs in the Norton Room of Ransom Hall on the campus 
of Kenyon College. A third portrait, which is a copy of an 
original now lost, hangs in the great hall of the Pierce Hall 
Refectory on the campus of Kenyon College. It is thought 
that portrait is one which was displayed in the library at the 
Bexley Hall Seminary during MacIlvaine’s tenure as Bishop 
of Ohio. A fourth portrait hangs in the Chapter Room at 
Trinity Cathedral,  and a fifth portrait of the good bishop  has 
returned to the Diocese of Ohio as a gift to our Diocesan 
Archives from Karin MacIlvaine and family.

In recent correspondence with me, Karin wrote about her 
late husband, stating, “He was a devout Episcopalian and  had 
the finest role model in his father’s lineage. Leighton always 
preserved the MacIlvaine family history. It meant so much to 
him to have this portrait of his great-great-grandfather, and 
it hung on our wall in three different houses. It was passed 
down from Leighton's father's family.” 

Leighton Howe MacIlvaine, Jr.’s father was Leighton Howe 
MacIlvaine whose father in turn was Charles Lee MacIlvaine.  
Charles Lee MacIlvaine’s father was the Rev. Charles 
Ewbanks MacIlvaine, third son of the Rt. Rev. Charles Pettit 
MacIlvaine and the only one of the bishop’s sons to enter 
the ordained ministry. It is through this geneaology that the 
portrait was passed until it came to us on a snowy January 
day in 2022 when a retired high school history teacher from 
Jackson, MO, Vickie Chevalier,  drove to Maine where it was 
in storage and delivered it to my home in Oberlin. I was a 
little nervous hosting “the bishop” in my home over the 
weekend, but given all the places the portrait has been, it was 
an honor! 

In corresponding with Robin Goodman, Collections 
Manager and Registrar at Kenyon’s Gund Gallery, it was 
initially thought that our new archival acquisition might be a 
copy of the portrait painted by Daniel Huntington.  However, 
upon closer inspection, it is clear these are two separate 
portraits. We will need to do a little more digging to find out 
if in fact our portrait of the good bishop was painted by Mr. 
Huntington or another artist. 

Along with the portrait of Bishop MacIlvaine, Karin sent 
along two other treasures. The first is a printed volume of 
Bishop MacIlvaine’s sermons titled “The Truth and Life.” The 
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second is a treasure trove of a scrapbook belonging to Anna 
Pierrepont MacIlvaine, youngest daughter of the Bishop and 
Emily Coxe MacIlvaine. The contents of this scrapbook not 
only chronicle the Bishop’s genealogy but also includes more 
than just one priceless artifact. For example, pasted in its 
pages is the marriage certificate for Miss Emily Coxe and the 
Rev. Mr. Charles P. MacIlvaine giving us the date (October 8, 
1822) and the place (St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Burlington, 
New Jersey) of their wedding as well as the officiating priest 
(The Rev. Charles H. Wharton, D.D., Rector).  

Also included is a November 18, 1861 letter of introduction 
from Assistant Secretary of State Frederick W. Seward, 
which the bishop carried with him when he, and two of his 
daughters, Anna and Margaret, went to England in that year.  
Their mission was to help smooth over the “Trent Affair” 
during what was the early years of America’s Civil War. This 
mission was hampered by the death of Queen Victoria’s 
husband and Prince Consort, Albert of Saxe-Coburg and 
Gotha, on December 14. Fortunately Prince Albert had 
already done some pre-work to diffuse the situation and the 
bishop’s mission succeeded. This incident in our country’s 
history and the bishop’s life is chronicled in a book  published 
in 2014 by retired Ohio Wesleyan professor Richard W. 
Smith  titled “Bishop MacIlvaine, Slavery, Britain & the Civil 
War,” a copy of which we have in our archive collection.  
Finally there is a considerable amount of material pertaining 
to Bishop MacIlvaine’s final days, death, the transport of his 
earthly remains back to Ohio, and funeral services.   

B i s h o p 
MacIlvaine died 
in Florence Italy 
on March 13, 
1873. His body 
was taken from 
Florence, to 
London, England 
where it lay “in 
state” in a small 
u n a d o r n e d 
chapel called 
St. Faith near 
Poet’s Corner 
in Westminster 
Abbey.  On April 
18 a special 

service was held in the Abbey conducted by the Dean, 
afterwhich the bishop’s body was taken to Liverpool, placed 
on the steamship City of Baltimore, and transported to New 
York City, NY. There, a special service was held on May 6 in 
St. Paul’s Chapel, where the bishop had been consecrated 41 
years before. On May 9, the Burial Office was read at Christ 
Church, Cincinnati and the good bishop was buried in the 
Spring Grove Cemetery at Cincinnati. 

In addition to newspaper accounts, Anna MacIlvaine’s 
scrapbook contains a ticket to the service at Westminster 
Abbey, and Funeral Bulletins from the services held at the 
Westminster, St. Paul’s Chapel, and Christ Church, Cincinnati, 
a notice from the Standing Committee of Ohio announcing 
the bishop’s death, and many letters to and from the bishop 
on a variety of matters. We are so very fortunate that Karin 
MacIlvaine and the MacIlvaine family chose the Archives of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio to be the repository for these 
historic treasures which help tell not only the story of good 
Bishop MacIlvaine but through his life the old, old story of 
Jesus and his love.
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LOVE GOD. LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR,. CHANGE THE WORLD. ®

THE 2022
BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

MAIL YOUR GIFT 
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
Episcopal Diocese of Ohio 
2230 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-2499 

GIVE ONLINE 
www.dohio.org/give-now 

CONTACT 
Rebecca Miller
216.774.0466

Every day, people in our diocese help 
to change the world by putting into 
action our shared commitment to 
love God, to love our neighbors, and 
to change the world. The Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal supports parishes’ 
response to people in need, clergy 
and lay formation opportunities, 
youth leadership development, 
outreach ministries, and many other 
important initiatives that further 
God’s Mission to heal the world. 

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr. 
Bishop of Ohio

Episcopal Diocese of Ohio
2230 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio  44115-2499


