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A MESSAGE
FROM THE
OP

Baring Arms

By the time this issue of Church Life finds its way to
your home, we will likely have new data regarding the
coronavirus, its variants, and treatment. New science,
both epidemiological and social, will help inform
how we respond behaviorally to the viruss spread and
containment. A year ago, in the summer edition of this
your favorite quarterly, we presented the reflections of
several communicants from across the Diocese, sharing
where they were finding God’s presence and grace in the
midst of the uncertainty and fear of that moment. In our
country today, as the number of vaccinated citizens goes up
and the weekly incidences of infections, hospitalizations,
and deaths go down, the uncertainty and fear that was
just beginning to mount in the spring of 2020 is reducing
dramatically.

Every medical explanation for the reduction of COVID-19
cases points to the efficacy of vaccines and the willingness
of Americans to receive them. There is no question that
the continuing decline of contagion, though not yet
containment of the virus, is due principally to the 50% of
our neighbors who have been vaccinated, both for their
own health and for the health of all of us.

On May Ist, Sue and I had the joy of attending the college
graduation of our third child, Eli Hollingsworth, and his
commissioning as an officer in the United States Army.
It was an emotional day for us, filled as we were with
admiration for his accomplishment and commitment.
I could not help but think about the less than .7% of US
adults currently on active duty in the military, and the 9%
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of our adult citizens who are military veterans.

While driving some weeks ago, I heard a reporter refer
to the emotional response to our lessening of fear and
concern for the coronavirus as an individual and a
national “unclenching” The word seemed apt, and as I
said it aloud, I could feel my jaws relax and my fists loosen
on the steering wheel. It provided a helpful image for the
lessening of a tension too long held, a tension relieved
thanks to the willingness of many to act on behalf of all.

To my mind, there is something almost patriotic about the
willingness to bare arms and accept vaccination as part of
a national effort. It feels somewhat akin to paying taxes,
something we do together for the benefit of all - for our
schoolchildren and first responders and underrepresented
and overburdened - all deserving of tangible acts of love
and care. Unlike taxpaying, vaccination is a choice, of
course, and I respect the right of each individual to make
that choice as is most appropriate for her or his particular
situation. There are certainly medical conditions and
treatments that make vaccination ill-advised. Like
taxpaying, however, it can be felt as a responsibility, the
individual response I make in order that the greater good
might be accomplished for all.

The interplay between rights and responsibility seems
fundamental to democracy. Both are essential and each
empowers the individual to make a critical contribution to
the whole. In a democracy, the right to an education, the
right to work, the right to vote, the right to access health



care, the right to worship, the right to equal
justice — these and other essential rights — are
maintained by the shared responsibility to
care for the other.

Likewise is the interplay between rights and
responsibility fundamental to the vocation
to be Christian. Human rights are dependent
upon human responsibility; they exist only if
individuals roll up their sleeves and reach out
their arms to embrace and protect and lift up
the other, no matter who the other is. Human
rights exist only if we take responsibility for
one another, only if we are willing to pay the
price for one another. That is what sacrifice is:
from the Latin roots sacer and facere, to make
holy.

That is what Jesus did. He was willing to pay
the price to make us holy. He was willing to
give of himself that all others might be saved.

The sacrifices we make on behalf of all of
God’s beloved bring heaven to earth every
day: when we roll up our sleeves to lend a
hand, when we bare an arm to help keep
everyone safe, whenever we reach out to
another in need.

Mok

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.
Bishop of Ohio

ECW Annual Meeting

by Susan Quill

On May 15, the Diocese of Ohio ECW hosted it annual meeting
and retreat for the 143rd time. Last year’s event was cancelled due
to the pandemic, but this year the executive team created a virtual
event. Reimagining how the content would be shared to produce
a sense of togetherness and meaning was the team’s top priority.
Each part of the event focused on the theme of Inside Out/Outside
In: Recentering through Connections, to celebrate connecting to
our communities, ourselves and to nature.

Nearly 40 registrants participated in the event. The business
meeting included elections to Triennial—which runs concurrent
to General Convention next July in Baltimore, MD—recognition
of the Eliza Backus Scholarship recipients, Kayla Bertholf and Leah
Romanelli DeJesus, and a vote to approve updates to the by-laws.
Congratulations to the Triennial delegates, Rose Ann Brennan and
Cathy Wolford, and to the alternate delegates, Maxanna Demko
and Suzette Reynolds.

The retreat portion of the event consisted of presentations and
demonstrations to connect us to the community, ourselves and
to nature. The Cleveland Metroparks’s Natalie Ronayne and Kelly
Coffman presented an exciting plan to develop a community
space on Clevelands Eastern Lakefront to “provide greater
public access, connect residents in underserved neighborhoods
to their lakefront, and ensure the long-term sustainability and
resilience of the lakeshore and its communities” Angee Mantell,
RYT Certified Instructor, hosted a chair yoga session to help us
focus on our breathing by stretching while seated. The labyrinth
session, presented by Sue Mueller, provided a historical view of the
practice, as well as offering practical demonstrations to different
styles of labyrinths.

The day concluded with worship by The Rt. Rev. Mark
Hollingsworth. The bishop offered prayers for the knitted items for
the Seamen’s Institute and collects for Frances Perkins, “who lived
out her belief that the special vocation of the laity is to conduct the
secular affairs of society that all may be maintained in health and
decency,” a belief which is at the heart of ECW. He also read the
necrology, remembering 15 departed souls.

Save the date for next year’s annual meeting and retreat which will
be held on April 29 and 30 at Bellwether Farm.
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Is there a reason for passing the plate beyond collecting the
cash? Yes!

In fact, even though I pay my pledges electronically, the
collection remains an important part of my spiritual experience
of Holy Eucharist. To be clear, it is not solely the act of
collecting the offerings that makes a difference to me. Rather,
it is the full liturgical action of the Offertory, which includes
not only collecting the financial offerings of the people, but also
presenting them to God alongside the similar offerings of bread
and wine.

The reason that matters is that it makes visible to me the reality
that it is not only bread and wine we offer and pray for God
to consecrate in the Eucharist. It is also each of us as we are
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represented in the offerings of the first fruits of our lives.
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our
life and labor to the Lord. (BCP, 377).

In the early days of the church, it was common for people to
bring their own bread and wine to the Eucharist — the same
bread and wine they made for their families to eat and drink. In
addition, they would bring alms and often some of the actual
products of their labor - animals, grains, implements, and so
on. The people selected their gifts of bread, wine, alms, and
offerings from the best of what they had to offer, understanding
them to be the first and best fruits of all they had received from
God. From these offerings, the deacons would take enough
bread and wine for the Eucharist and save everything else to be
given to the poor.



by the Rev. Brad Purdom

We no longer live in a barter economy, so we no longer trade
goods and services directly as they did. Instead, our goods and
services are converted to money. In either case, however, they are
still the offerings of our life and labor to God.

At my best, when I contribute my first fruits to the work of God
in the world through the church, I do so in gratitude for all I have
been given by God. And when those contributions of my life and
labor are brought to the altar, for me, I am literally being brought
to that altar.

And when I pray with the priest that God will sanctify our
offerings, I pray that God will not only sanctify the bread and
wine but will sanctify me. I pray that God will not only transform
the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, but that

God will transform me and all of us into the body and blood of
Christ in the world. This is the Eucharistic theology so beautifully
expressed in these words:

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice
unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who
shall be partakers of this Holy Communion...be filled with thy
grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him,
that he may dwell in us, and we in him. (BCB 336)

Those words are from our 1928 Book of Common Prayer as they
were brought into Rite 1 of our current book, and they are the
words I most miss from the earlier Eucharistic prayer. We offer
and present our own selves to be thinking, breathing, acting,
and living sacrifices to God as we know God in Jesus - God who
created the church to be the living body of Christ in the world -
God who desires so deeply that Jesus dwell in us and we in him.
I haven't put an envelope in my church’s offering plate in at least a
decade. My bank does that for me. But when I see the plate being
passed around, and see it brought to the altar with the bread and
wine as we stand in joy and praise, in my mind and spirit I place
not only my electronic check, but my whole life in that plate.
Sometimes I even reach out and touch it as it goes by, to make
tangible my intention of doing just that.

And when I see my offering placed on the altar, I see my life
placed on the altar. And when I join my priest in praying for the
assured gift of sacramental consecration, I accept that grace-filled
gift not just for the bread and wine but yet again that Sunday for
myself and my church.

There are lots of ways to collect the offerings of the people. Right
now, our COVID-safe version is to place a plate near the church
entrance. That’s all good, and I can certainly do the same thing
spiritually with a plate at the entrance as I can with a plate going
around the congregation.

And I sympathize with the perspective that the way we often
handle the offertory can come oft as worshiping the money. (I
invite you to ask me about that sometime.)

But I hope as our liturgy evolves, we don't take the collection
away or allow it to be treated as if its primary purpose is just
to collect the cash. It is, at least to me, much more than that. It
is a means of God’s grace to me, a sign of my usually grateful
response, and a renewal of my promise to go into the world with
all of you, rejoicing and living in the power of God’s Spirit.
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i Summer at

by Kyle Mitchell

The seasons are changing at Bellwether Farm
as summer 2021 slowly works its way into
our lives. Days are longer and warmer. The
forest is full again with all the trees leafed out,
spending their days eating the sun - technically,
photosynthesizing. Winter almost seems like
a distant memory. Spring crops like lettuce,
broccoli, and sugar snap peas are barely hanging
on while summer crops like tomatoes, peppers,
and cucumbers are absolutely loving these hot
temperatures.

This spring we were able to seed hundreds of
veggies and flowers with the help of our great
volunteers. All of those plants are currently being
transplanted out in the fields and will provide us
with food and beauty all summer. We use much
of the food here in the dining hall meals, while
the rest is sold to guests and donated to parish
feeding ministries through our Feeding the
Beloved Community program. As we continue
to honor the interconnectedness of the farm and
table, Chef Lonny Gatlin has been creating lovely
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meals for our guests with the farm’s early spring crops like
spring salad mix, beets, carrots, greens, eggs, and even our
maple syrup. Some of his recent seasonal dishes include:
roasted beet salad with goat cheese, pistachios, and an apple
cider maple ginger vinaigrette; carrots every way including
carrot and tomato bisque, maple glazed carrots, shredded
carrots for salads, and fresh baked carrot cake muffins with
cream cheese frosting; sautéed mixed greens (kale, mustards,
beet tops, swiss chard); and eggs every in a variety of ways,
including for breakfast and boiled for egg salad.

Our summer special will be a Bellwether Chicken Salad -
utilizing our roasted chickens and fresh greens. Also, we
incorporate our delicious maple syrup everywhere possible
including in vinaigrettes, vegetable glazes, and as a natural
sweetener for oatmeal and fresh fruit crisp desserts.

Not only is the farm providing us with food, but the forest
is as well. Our morel mushroom hikes led us into the woods
in search for the elusive fungi. We were able to find a decent
amount of morels and sampled some along with wild ramps.
The fishing derby was a splash as people near and far came
down to the pond at Bellwether Farm to reel in their prize

— = g el

Bellwether Farm

catch. The day included the first voyage of Bellwether’s
mobile food trailer. Though it didn’t have to travel too far
to make it to the pond, we look forward to using it more in
the future.

On May 29, Bellwether hosted its first Magnificent
Mushroom Dinner with guest speaker Pete Richards of the
Ohio Mushroom Society who shared his knowledge on the
fascinating morel mushroom. Afterwards, guests were treated
to a delicious, farm-to-table three course meal consisting of
a beet salad with goat cheese and roasted pistachios, grilled
pork chops with a morel mushroom gorgonzola cream sauce
made from wild morels harvested on site along with white
truffle mashed potatoes and freshly harvested grilled turnips
and tops. Dessert made the best possible use of Bellwether
carrots with a carrot cake muffin naturally sweetened with
Bellwether maple syrup and topped with a cream cheese
frosting.

As we get into the summer, there is something for everyone.
We are excited to continue offering Clergy retreats the first
Monday of every month through the liturgical year. If you
are into yoga, keep an eye out for the upcoming summer




yoga event. Join ukulele aficionado Chelsie
Cree for a day of celebrating the ukulele on
June 26. The fields and forests of Bellwether
Farm will provide an excellent backdrop
for making music together. The morning
will consist of warming up, refreshing, and
practicing together. After a farm-to-table
lunch, players will enjoy a play-along of
familiar and new tunes. Simple music will
be sent in advance, and all age and skill
levels are welcome to join this fun and
relaxing day of music and community!

Finally, dont forget to sign up for
Intergenerational Camp either July 2-4 or
July 16-18. Following an Olympics theme,
families or pods will participate in team-
building activities, friendly competition,
and traditional camp activities including
arts and crafts, fishing, swimming, hiking,
and canoeing. Participants will also work on
the farm, caring for both plants and animals,
and in the kitchen helping prepare delicious
farm-to-table meals. Evenings will include
bonfires and smores, movies, stargazing,
and large group games. Mornings and
evenings will also include prayer and
reflection.

We look forward to seeing you at Bellwether
this summer!



Yoga Retreat at
Bellwether Farm

by the Rev. Anna Sutterisch

On the most perfect May weekend at Bellwether Farm, 26
women gathered for refreshment, grounding, and strength
finding through yoga practice. Half of the participants came
from Episcopal parishes, half were members of the community,
and a lot of them happened to be nurses. All were looking for
reflection and quiet, an escape from the pace of “normal life”

Friday night was all about unwinding—after introductions
and welcoming, we gave ourselves permission to do whatever
we needed to do—whether that was making a new friend or
spending time alone journaling, taking a walk, or taking a
nap. In the golden hour of sunset, we said hello to the goats,
hiked along the Vermilion River, and enjoyed a bonfire and
fellowship.

On Saturday, we welcomed Valerie Williams of Arjan Deva
yoga to lead a meditation session, a deep stretch ‘yin’ session,
and a slow flow yoga session. Valerie did an excellent job of
leading movements that were accessible to every level, and that
helped us love and nourish ourselves so that we can love and
nourish those around us. As closing gratitude, participants
described how they were feeling in one word—those included

“joyful,” “calm,” “relaxed,” “present,” “loved,” “lifted,” “peaceful,”
“relieved,” “grounded,” and of course—“stretched”

As always, Bellwether Farm’s hospitality was on full display.
Farmer Kyle set up a farm stand with Bellwether’s signature
greens, honey, and syrup; Gordon led a thorough and
informative farm tour; and Chef Lonny outdid himself with
delicious vegan, gluten-free recipes—the blueberry crisp was
a smashing hit! One participant noted, “I really enjoyed the
space you provided for us. The staff and guests were warm
hearted—awesome vibes!”

All Covid protocols were followed, and participants wore
masks except while at meals or on their yoga mats. The open
barn doors provided refreshing and safe air circulation on the
beautiful day.

Based on the energy and feedback from this retreat, we hope
to welcome yogis to find their strength at another Bellwether
Farm yoga retreat soon. God be with you and Namaste!




Work of Diocesan Counclil

by the Rev. Margaret D'Anieri and Bill Powel

Over the past several years, members of Diocesan Council have focused on pursuing its vocation to address anti-racism both
as elected members of Council and leaders in the Diocese. Following the visit in 2017 of Presiding Bishop Michael Curry to
help celebrate the Bicentennial of the Diocese of Ohio, members of Council studied the labyrinth model of Becoming Beloved
Community. At the 2018 Winter Convocation, keynote speaker Heidi Kim led detailed discussions about Becoming Beloved
Community including its four elements: Telling the Truth, Repairing the Breach, Proclaiming the Dream, and Practicing
the Way of Love. Following passage of a resolution at the 201st Convention in 2017 to require Anti-Racism training for
all Diocesan leaders, the Diocesan Council approved the Anti-Racism training curriculum that 175 elected and appointed
diocesan leaders, as well as many parish leaders, have completed in the past three years.

The death of George Floyd in 2020 prompted continued further exploration by members of Diocesan Council of racial injustice.
Those efforts led to the publication of a Commitment to Racial Justice on August 7 that invited members of the Diocese to join
Council members in watching a film (13th) and reading a book (White Fragility by Robin Diangelo). At its meetings during
the summer and fall, structured conversations among Council members about the book and film led to a deeper realization of
how hard and essential the work is, which touches every part of our lives and individuals and as a church.

The 204th Diocesan Convention in 2020 approved a resolution to rename the Commission on Racial Understanding as the
Commission for Racial Justice (CRJ) and charged it with continuing to pursue the work of achieving racial justice in the Diocese
of Ohio. As the resolution stated, the intention behind the change in name is to identify this work not just as “understanding,’
which can be benign, but as justice: to challenge existing structures and work for remediation within our Diocese, our parishes,
and in the communities of which we are a part.

Earlier this year, Bishop Hollingsworth appointed the leadership of CR]: the Rev. Alex Barton, Priest-in-Charge, Church of
the Redeemer, Lorain, Chair; Ms. Denise Caywood, St. Philip’s, Akron, Co-chair; Ms. Debbie Likins-Fowler, Trinity Cathedral,
Cleveland, Secretary; and the Rev. Lisa Tucker-Gray, Rector, Trinity, Toledo, as Diocesan Council liaison. The CR] has been
working on a parish toolkit for those who have questions about where to start, has participated in the most recent Diocesan
Council meeting, and is having ongoing discussions about how best to support the work of Council and parishes.

As the elected body responsible for the work of the Convention between Conventions, the Diocesan Council began its virtual
retreat in December 2020 by forming subcommittees to consider more specific ways to educate and inform the members of
Council and the wider Church:

o Penance: How does our increasing awareness of the reality of racism and its consequences to others lead to amendment
of life?

« Reparations: Exploring the widest range of possibilities: Restoration, Restitution, and Reconciliation.

o Partnering (within and outside the Diocese): How can the Diocesan Council become informed by and a resource to
other diocesan leadership groups? What outside organizations further inform and benefit the Council?

« Council Needs: What additional resources and disciplines might further the development of Diocesan Council members?

o Structures and Goals: Gaining clarity as to structure and action goals going forward, including but not limited to the
potential role of Becoming Beloved Community and the three-year Leadership Training (L.E.A.D.) program.

During the winter months, the subcommittees met regularly during and outside of the monthly Diocesan Council meetings
and submitted their reports of work to date in April.
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on Racial Justice

As one example of that work, members of the Reparations and Partnering groups met with representatives from Reparations
Now Cleveland, a local organization that seeks to educate faith leaders and other organizations in northeast Ohio about a
broader concept of reparations than making payments as charity. The group advocates that the community should develop
a collective response that could address requests for expertise, in-kind, or monetary assistance that would benefit Black and
Indigenous Clevelanders. A community survey would be a possibility to identify the skills and resources necessary to fulfill
the needs requested.

The five-member Executive Committee of Diocesan Council, in collaboration with Bishop Hollingsworth and members of the
Diocesan staff, is responsible for providing direction, integrating, and synthesizing the work so far. The Executive Committee
understands that Council members are in different places in their journey and that the Executive Committee needs to take
steps to provide a “safe place” for these difficult conversations. By ensuring that all members of Diocesan Council can express
the full range of opinions and perspectives is critical as it models similar discussions across the Diocese in the future. The
Penance group of Diocesan Council is also developing of a Litany of Penance, and is in ongoing discussions with outside
organizations (including other Dioceses in The Episcopal Church) regarding additional training and education for members
of Diocesan Council, and for communicants in the Diocese.

Online Anti-Racism Trainings

by Allison Hauserman

Seeing the Face of God in Each Other is the anti-racism training developed by The Episcopal Church and implemented by the
training team of the Commission for Racial Justice, led by Ms. Allison Hausermann of Trinity Cathedral. After offering five
in-person sessions for Diocesan leaders, parish leaders, and ordinands, the advent of COVID-19 required that two trainings
be cancelled.

As it became apparent that this was not a temporary situation, the training team adapted the original in-person training to an
online format. A team of trainers looked at the time limitations and the interpersonal limitations of Zoom training, and the
adaptability of the content to an online format; some content and exercises had to be redesigned to work well on Zoom. They
went through each section of the training, evaluating how best to present the material and lead powerful conversations on a
screen. They then developed a script so that those who lead the training know when to use screen share and breakout groups.

Common responses in the evaluations has been peoples' surprise at how effective the online training has been, and appreciation
for its accessibility to people across the Diocese. One person said, “I'd recommend this over all the other programs about race
and diversity that I've been a part of” There have now been five online sessions, with additional ones being scheduled for later

in the year.

Upcoming trainings and registration information are published in the weekly e-mail blast.
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by The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Wilbert

As The Episcopal Church joins with other groups,
organizations, and institutions in confronting racism today,
we must look at how today’s work is informed by our history.
What is true for the wider church is also true for our own
diocese. Take for example two parishes in our diocese founded
in the 19th century: St. John’s Church, Ohio City and Christ
Church, Oberlin. Both parishes came into existence prior to
the American Civil War but each parish has a different story
to tell about the role of the local church in response to slavery
and abolitionism.

St. John’s Church
was founded in
west Cleveland

H'-::-_'r ' on January
i3 _ 4, 1836 with
' the election

of a vestry. A
building  was
started that
same year and
was completed
5 4 with no debt
Wi so that it could
: be consecrated
by Bishop
Macllvaine on
May 13, 1838. Although it is the oldest consecrated church
in Cuyahoga County still being used for its original purpose,
St. John's has struggled to maintain its historical significance.
In the summer of 2014, three interns working with then
Epsicopal Service Corps participant Alex Barton (now the
Rev. Alex Barton, Priest-in-Charge of Redeemer, Lorain) did
extensive research in our Diocesan Archives as well as the
Western Reserve Historical Society. The work which interns
Matt Gesicki, Alena Lassen, and Catherine Wilson did
provided needed information which allowed an Ohio state
historical marker to be placed in front of St. John’s Building.
Why? The marker acknowledges St. John’s role in “Station
Hope”

Several early organizers of St. John’s parish, notably, Josiah
Barber, Charlotte and David Griffith, Benjamin Tyler,
and Benjamin Beverlin, are known to have either been
sympathetic to or active in abolitionist activities. It was long
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rumored that St. John’s served as a stop on the Underground
Railroad for escaped slaves who were on their journey to
freedom in Canada. While this is difficult to authenticate
because by nature, the Underground Railroad had to be kept
a secret, it is believed that slaves would hide in the belfry of
the tower and wait for a signal from Lake Erie indicating
that a boat was there to take them to Canada. The earliest
document mentioning escaped slaves in the belfry was a
series of notes written in the late 1890s or early 1900s by
Miss Stella T. Hatch, a very involved member of the church
and an early historian for Cuyahoga County. She was also
the niece of Robert Russell Rhodes who was the grandson of
the Honorable Josiah Barber, one of the founding members
of St. John's. Judge Barber was elected the first Mayor of
Ohio City. He and his wife frequently entertained the Right
Reverend Philander Chase, first Bishop of Ohio. So in short,
Miss Hatch knew people who knew people! It was her notes
which provided the information to connect the dots linking
St. John’s Church with the Underground Railroad. The
historical marker planted in front of St. John’s begins with
these words: “Called 'Station Hope' by many freedom seekers
on the Underground Railroad. St. John’s was one of their final
stops though aiding freedom seekers was a crime and often
could not be described in public documents”

It was often thought there were secret tunnels built from
the base of the church to the shores of Lake Erie but that
federal agents who feared the smuggling of alcohol closed the
tunnels during prohibition. A thorough investigation in 1943
revealed that it is unlikely that tunnel ever existed beneath St.
John’s Episcopal Church.

Oberlin College and the town of Oberlin, Ohio were founded
in 1833 as a utopian community where men, women, and
children of every color and nationality could reside in
harmony. With the arrival of The Episcopal Church religious
pluralism began in Oberlin, which had been a Congregational
stronghold since its founding. On April 18, 1855, thirty-
one members of the Oberlin Community, desiring a more
liturgical form of worship, signed the articles of association
as an Episcopal Congregation to be called Christ Church. The
next year ground was broken for a church building which
was completed and consecrated in 1859. The parish of Christ
Church has operated in this location ever since. However,
Christ Church’s position in the community was conflicted



by its position on abolition and institutional slavery. Indeed,
The Episcopal Church’s stance on this issue was considered
by many to be for the status quo. A complete telling of the
following story is documented in Nat Brandts book, The
Town that Started the Civil War. The short story is described
here: Oberlin College was the first co-educational college in
the U.S., the first white college to admit African-American
women, and the white college that graduated the largest
number of Black students in the 19th century. It was also a
center of anti-slavery activism.

On September 13, 1858, a runaway slave named John
Price was arrested by a United States marshal in Oberlin,
Ohio. Under the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850, the federal
government was required to assist slave holders in reclaiming
their runaway slaves. The marshal knew that many Oberlin
residents were committed to abolitionism. To avoid conflict
with locals and to quickly get the slave to Columbus via
train and en route back to the slave's owner in Kentucky, he
immediately took Price to nearby Wellington, Ohio. As soon
as Oberlin residents heard of the marshal's actions, a large
group of them immediately rushed to Wellington eight miles
south of Oberlin. There, they joined like-minded residents
of the Wellington community and attempted to free Price.
The marshal and his deputies took refuge in a local hotel.
After peaceful negotiations failed, the mob stormed the
hotel and found Price in the attic. The group immediately
returned Price to Oberlin, where they hid him in the home
of Oberlin College's future president, James Harris Fairchild.
A short time later, they took Price to Canada. (Oberlin

had long been an important stop on the Underground
Railroad.) There, Price did not have to worry about federal
authorities or slave holders trying to return him to slavery.
As a result of these actions, a federal grand jury handed up
indictments against 37 Oberlinians who were among those
who freed Price. Two leading informants in the Oberlin
Wellington Rescue trial were Postmaster Edward E Munson
and U.S. Deputy Marshal Anson P. Dayton, both of whom
were members of Christ Episcopal Church. Their testimony
helped send the 37 rescuers to a Cleveland, Ohio jail for
sixty days. And for many years Christ Church was known in
the greater Oberlin community as the church on the wrong
side of the slavery issue and the abolitionist movement. The
frequent change of rectors between 1873 and 1882 as well as
the absence of ordained leadership between 1882 and 1893
suggests that factors around the negative opinions about
Episcopalians in Oberlin and Christ Church contributed to
a cycle of decline in the life of the parish. This stained the
reputation of the congregation, and the strained relationship
of parish members with the Black community only began
to be resolved in 1917 when a musically gifted/liturgically
oriented priest, The Rev. Louis Daniels, formed a men and
boy’s choir. Fr. Daniels invited African-American boys and
young men from the neighborhood across the street from the
church, known as “Little Africa,” to participate. For decades
afterwards, parish members of African descent traced their
spiritual genealogy to Fr. Daniel’s choirs.

Both parish communities have labored into the present
day to be what The Episcopal Church is calling the Beloved
Community. The clergy and members of Christ Church
were actively involved in clarifying equal housing practices
in the city of Oberlin during the 1960s. Members of Christ
Church were also instrumental in forming the Oberlin
Community Services Center in town, and the Oberlin
Weekday Community Meals program which the parish has
hosted since 1980. As our diocese continues to discern how
mission and ministry might take place through historic St.
John’s Church, one continuing joint church/community
engagement has been “Station Hope.” The 2021 Station Hope
event took place on May 1 and featured 250 artists and 50
performances. The theme for Station Hope this year was:
A Celebration of Hope. A Dialogue for Change. The event
celebrated the triumphs of the Underground Railroad and
explored contemporary issues of social justice.
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